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A classical ballet program rooted in 
a traditional liberal arts setting, we 
strive to make a meaningful impact 
on pre-professional dancers and 
mentor future leaders in the arts 
for the longevity of the �eld. 

We take pride in our accreditation 
with the National Association 
of Schools of Dance. The 
Department of Dance’s mission 
is to generate leadership 
for the dance �eld through 
rigorous B.A. and BFA programs 
emphasizing the development of 
professional dancers, teachers, 
choreographers, and scholars 
through cognitive, a�ective, and 
psychomotor taxonomies. The 
Department of Dance’s vision is to 
proliferate the art of dance, while 
promoting excellence in leadership 
for the �eld. 



 

   
DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 
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Bachelor of Fine Arts 
This degree is comprised of a rigorous curriculum in dance 
theories and techniques with performance and choreographic 
opportunities that build a pre-professional resumé.  
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Apprenticeship Program 
In-residence company SoMar Dance Works o�ers 
dance majors increased performance opportunities 
working with a professional company. 

Dance Club 
Members of the student-sponsored Dance Club 
promote and provide opportunities for leadership, 
service, departmental support, social activities, and 
community outreach. 

Liturgical Dance Ensemble 
Dance students enhance the enrichment of spiritual 
life on campus and in the community through their 
participation in the Liturgical Dance Ensemble. 
This student-directed group provides performance 
opportunities throughout the academic year. 

National Honor Society for Dance Arts 
The Mercyhurst Department of Dance is proud to be 
recognized by the National Honor Society for Dance 
Arts. This premier honor society celebrates university 
and dance scholars/artists and professionals for their 
academic and artistic achievements. 
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Study Abroad 
Quali�ed students may be granted permission to 
spend all or part of a year studying abroad. Degree 
credit can be granted on successful completion of an 
approved program of international study. Students 
have traveled to Austria, Australia, Canada, 
China, England, France, Ireland, and Israel. 

Alumni A�liations 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre, Ballet Arizona, 
BalletMet, Ballet Theater of Maryland, Boston Ballet, 
Chicago Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, Cleveland Ballet, 
Dance Kaleidescope, Dance Theatre of Harlem, Dance 
Now Miami, Dance USA, Disney, Giordano Dance 
Chicago, Interlochen Center for the Arts, Lake Erie 
Ballet Company, Louisville Ballet, Nashville Ballet, 
North Carolina Dance Theatre, Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theater, Point Park University, Rockettes, St. Louis 
Ballet, Tampa Community College, Temple University, 
Thodos Dance Chicago, University of Oklahoma, and 
numerous national Broadway tours, cruise lines, and 
European companies. 
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Photo by Mark Santillano C. Noelle Partusch Professor & Chair 
BFA Dance, State University of New York, Purchase College 
MFA Ohio State University 
Labanotation Teachers Certi�cate, Dance Notation Bureau 
Artistic Director: Liturgical Dance Ensemble 

Jennifer McNamara Assistant Professor 
MFA Hollins University 
Former Principal Dancer, Nashville Ballet; Soloist, Eugene Ballet 
Certi�ed Pilates Instructor | Balanced Body Educator 

Mark Santillano  Assistant Professor 
BFA Dance, B.S. Business Communications, 
Southwest Missouri State University | M.A. Wesleyan University 
Dancer and Dance Captain with Pilobolus Dance Theatre, 
The King and I (international tour), A Chorus Line and West Side Story 
(national tours) 
Co-artistic director of SoMar Dance Works 

Solveig Santillano Associate Professor 
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Annual on-campus auditions are 
required for acceptance, placement, 
and the awarding of dance merit 
scholarships. Additional �nancial aid 
is available through grants, loans, 
academic scholarships, work study, 
and stipends. 

Visit mercyhurst.edu/academics/ 
dance or contact the O�ce of 
Admissions at 814-824-2201 for 
information about on-campus 
audition dates. 

5

0

1

1

E

a

s

t

 

3

8

t

h

 

S

t

r

e

e

t

,

 

E

r

i

e

,

 

P
A

 

1

6

5

4

6

 

U

0

2

2

4

4


